LIFE AW WORKS OF VAZHAHUNNAM VASUDEVA!^ NAMBUDIR1

initially reduced the 68 sargas of the Sundarakanda into 68 slokas.
It was the appreciation, warm welcome and encouragement from
the benefitted readers and bhaktas that instilled enthusiasm in him
to follow up the process for the remaining sargas as well, and this
resulted in the work Laghuramayanam. Vazhakunnam1 s work
does fulfill its aim. He has written it for the use of devotees who
are busy with their wordly problems. Tattayoor has written the
Malayalam meanings in precis form, appended to each of the
slokas. The fact that the poet had taken not even a month for
completing the work, as pointed out by Tattayoor at the beginning
of the work, really deserves admiration. The Malayalam work
Ramakathasudha is a work of the same poet written earlier ex-
actly in the same manner. The main difference between the two
being the difference in the language of their composition. One has
been written for those with knowledge in Sanskrit language where
as the other particularly to quench the thirst of Malayalee devo-
tees.

Vazhakunnam reduces precisely the voluminous Ramayana of
Valmiki, following his footsteps very closely without deviations.
His effort in this regard is sincere and effective.

IAGHUBHAGAVATAM9

The book Laghubhagavatam consists of two works of
Vazhakunnam - Laghubhagavatam and Bhagavatastavah. The

9. Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri, Laghubhagavatam
Mangalodayam, Trichur, 1958.
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